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SOME ROAD SCHOOL FACTS
The following information relative to the development of 
the Annual Road School was carried on the inside covers of 
the special Silver Anniversary program.
Dr. W. K. Hatt, former Head of the School of Civil Engi­
neering, was the founder of the Annual Purdue Road School. 
In January, 1913, he issued a call for a two weeks Civil Engi­
neering Conference to be held at Purdue University. A similar 
conference was held in 1914 with the time reduced to one week. 
With the enactment by the Indiana State Legislature, in 1914, 
of a law creating the office of County Highway Superintendent, 
the 1915 conference was designated as a Road School. Thus 
the first Purdue Road School was held in 1915, sessions of 
which have been held each year to date.
Serving under Dr. Hatt (Prof. R. B. Wiley succeeded Dr. 
Hatt in 1937) as Chairman of the Annual Road School have 
been the following:




The County Highway Superintendents’ Association began 
co-operating officially in 1915. This was changed to the 
County Road Supervisors’ Association, in accordance with 
legislative enactment in 1933 abolishing the office of County 
Road Superintendent and granting the County Commissioners 
authority to appoint a County Road Supervisor or to place the 
County Surveyor in charge of the county roads.
The State Highway Commission and the County Surveyors’ 
Association started co-operating officially in the Road School 
in 1919.
The City Street Commissioners’ Association began official 
co-operation in 1921, but this co-operation was discontinued 
in 1931 because of poor attendance of this group.
The Highway Materials and Equipment Association began 
co-operating officially in 1928 and in the same year inaugu­
rated the Road Show as a supplement to the Road School. 
Road Shows have been held each year since, with the excep­
tion of 1929.
In 1934 the County Commissioners began official co-opera­
tion.
The Indiana Highway Constructors started official co­
operation in 1936.
During the Indiana State Legislative Session of 1921 a law 
was passed (Page 201, Chapter 95, Acts of 1921, Indiana 72nd 
Session) which required the attendance of County Highway
(7)
Superintendents at all sessions of the Annual Road School 
with their expenses paid by their respective counties. A simi­
lar clause is included in Chapter 27, Section 10, page 145, Acts 
of 1933, Indiana 78th Session, which changed the office of 
County Road Superintendent to County Road Supervisor.
A similar law requiring the attendance of County Sur­
veyors at the Annual Road School was passed in 1925 and is 
found on page 336, Chapter 135, Acts of 1925, Indiana 74th 
Session.
The State Highway Commission of Indiana has generously 
co-operated in promoting the Annual Road School by authoriz­
ing the attendance of most of its key men.
8 PURDUE ENGINEERING EXTENSION DEPARTMENT
O f f ic ia l  R e g is t e r e d  R oad  S c h o o l  A t t e n d a n c e
Registered Registered
Year Attendance Year Attendance
1915 ................. ...............................  75 1928 ................. ...............................  540
1916 ................. ...............................  133 1929 ................. ...............................  515
1917 ................. ...............................  109 1930 ................. ...............................  590
1918 ................. ...............................  103 1931 ................. ...............................  688
1919 ................. ...............................  172 1932 ................. ...............................  675
1920 ................. ...............................  242 1933 ................. ...............................  763
1921 ................. ...............................  202 1934 ................. ...............................  859
1922 ................. ...............................  368 1935 ................. ............................... 1,000
1923 ................. ...............................  290 1936 ................. ...............................  726
1924 ................. ...............................  306 1937 ................. ...............................  756
1925 ................. ...............................  388 1938 ................. ...............................  995
1926 ................. ...............................  435 1939 ................. ............................... 1,097
1927 ................. ...............................  445
